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Defining a Standard Search Pattern (SSP) 
 

A SSP is simply a ranked list of sources (e.g. books and urls) that are suitable for answering a 

particular category of enquiry.  SSPs employ the collective title for a source rather than specific 

editions of a source. For example, a SSP would use ‘BNF’ rather than ‘BNF September 2009 

Number 58’. 

 

Although MiDatabank has SSPs available for the common enquiry types, some centres may wish 

to define their own SSPs. So, for example, a centre may wish to over-ride the existing SSP with 

their own SSP. This scenario is explained in this section: 

 

In the MiAdmin application, choose the ‘MI Categories’ tab for a particular centre, as shown 

below: 

 

 
 

 

In this example, the category ‘Breastfeeding, medicines in’ has been selected. Both the Helper 

Panel text, and the SSP will be over-ridden: 

 

To over-ride the Helper Panel text, click on the Over-ride button and type your replacement text: 
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To over-ride the SSP, click on the Over-ride button for that section: 

 

 
 

 

You now need to add Collective Titles to your SSP. Clicking on the + button displays a dialog 

that allows you to choose a Collective Title: 
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Select a Title and click the ‘OK’ button to add this to the SSP: 

 

 
 

 

This process is repeated until the SSP is complete. Note that you can use the Up and Down 

arrows to reorder the list if required. 
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